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Dear Friends, 
 
The decorations have been stored away; relatives have departed for 
home, and the last of the turkey is hopefully no longer lingering  
somewhere at the back of the fridge. Christmas has come to an end, 
the return to work/school has happened, and something of normality 
has resumed. January has dawned and the bleakness of the winter 
months continues as we all eagerly await the signs of spring. 
 
Life seems to be full of periods of waiting for impending big events, 
like weddings and holidays. Sometimes we’re just looking for signs 
that things are getting better, more hopeful, that something new and 
exciting will give added lustre to life. As a nation we have an  
international reputation for being experts at queuing, a people of  
patient endurance, willing to wait in line until our turn comes. Even 
within the Church, our seasons of preparation - like Advent and Lent - 
ask people of faith to await great festivals. The key question for us is 
how effectively do we use these times of waiting that are an inevitable 
part of life? 
 
Once Christmas has passed the Church, traditionally, uses this period 
to remind itself of some of the key incidents in the life of Jesus. This 
then runs into Lent and a focus on the journey of our Lord towards 
Jerusalem, to crucifixion, and then Easter comes with the celebration 
of the victory of love through Resurrection. It is a time to ask the key 
question of who Jesus is. 
 
Dictionaries in Stalinist Russia define Jesus as a mythical figure who 
never existed; others see him as the greatest human that has ever 
lived, whose message of peace and love still needs to be heard. The 
Church believes him to be the Son of God and the Saviour of  
Humanity, which are big, bold claims based on our understanding of 
the gospel story and the claims that Jesus and others made. One 
such book has, to my mind, a really impressive title: “The Man Who 
Chopped History in Half.”  It works on a number of levels ’ most  
obviously it’s designed to pique interest, to encourage potential  
readers to take the risk of picking it up to see what it is all about. 
Equally, it depicts something of what the author will endeavour to  
unfold as he seeks to explore the significance of Jesus, who came in 
response to prophecy and whose death, in Christian terms, offers a 
distant turning point of human history. Thirdly, it presents a challenge 
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to see whether the author can convince the reader to acknowledge 
the strength of his argument and agree with the title’s assertion. 
Who is Jesus? It is a really profound question, showing how  
Christians can spend a lifetime evolving the understanding of who  
Jesus claims to be, and how this is important for us as we continue 
upon our pilgrimage of life. Ultimately, I would argue, it is a great love 
story not of a slushy romantic time, but a love story that speaks to all 
of us about the height and depth. the breadth and length. of the love 
that the God who brought us to be has for the whole of Humanity, and 
his desire that we might draw close and experience his compassion 
for ourselves. The story of Jesus is one that is real, gritty in places, as 
it contrasts something of a folly of humanity with the wisdom of the 
Divine. It invites the world to look anew at what it is to be human and 
invites us to seek to emulate the example that Jesus offered. Of love 
prepared to pay an ultimate price to allow us to share in love’s victory 
and the belief that death is not an end, as there is the hope of eternal 
life for those who embrace the Jesus way. 
 
I suppose the ultimate question here is whether this is the time for us 
to explore something more of the claims the Church makes about  
Jesus, in the hope of the we can discover a love that will never let us 
go. 
 

Blessings 
 

Richard 
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Deadline for February Magazine 

End of Friday January 16th  

TUESDAY CLUB WEEDON 
 

Tuesday January 13th  
at 8 pm  

 in Weedon Old Schoolroom   

 

Hear the story of: 

 “THE COTSWOLDS—Wool, Warfare, Recession and Return.”  
                                    
                                  Presented by Mr S Callery. 
                                

We look forward to seeing you. 

Please contact Judy Nagele on 01296 641278   

for more details. 
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Wild Weedon 

 
The Weedon Wildlife Group 
aims to protect and promote 
wildlife in and around Weedon 
and Hardwick 

 

 
Happy New Year. My resolution last year was to leave more wild, untidy 
spots in the garden to help wildlife and by and large I think it’s worked.   
To help wildlife you too could: 
 

· Make a woodpile with twigs and branches to provide shelter for 

all sorts of things (insects love this but so do hedgehogs). 

· Provide water (especially when natural ponds freeze over). 

· Add some bird feeders to help our feathered friends. 

· Clear out your bird boxes and put up new ones.  Some birds will 

use these to roost in over winter but they’ll also be ready for the 

nesting season in spring. 

· Keep it dark at night (minimise light overspill to help moths). 

· Leave fallen fruit for wildlife to enjoy. 

· Stay messy – a tidy garden is an empty garden! 

 
Providing regular food and ice-free water will get your garden ready for 
the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch over the weekend of 23–25 Jan. This 
is a great excuse to do nothing for an hour except count the birds. Go to 
the RSPB’s web page to register and submit your counts.  
 
It's not too late to request a Wild Weedon calendar. Just contact us at  
contact@wildweedon.org.uk, which is also the place to put forward good 
ideas for activities and projects for 2026.   
 
Have a great really Wild year everyone. 
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Louise Davis Catering 
 

QUALITY HOME COOKED FOOD      

FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

Tel:  07979 578055 
E: louise.d.1@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bespoke Baking in the 
Heart of Buckinghamshire  

 
If you fancy a sweet treat or 
need something special for a  
get-together, then please 
give Weedon’s Baking Girl 
a call.  
 
All our cakes are made to 
order, and I love  
a good baking challenge. 
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Jeremy Holden 

Carpet Services 

 

 All types of carpet and vinyl flooring 
 supplied and fitted  

Excellent quality carpet supplied 
Fitting only service  

Dry Carpet Cleaning  
Very competitive prices  

Adaptations, Repairs and Alterations 
 

30 years’ experience 
 

Our dry-cleaning system leaves carpets  
clean, dry and fresh instantly 

No job too small 
advice and quotes freely given 

 

Why pay shop prices? 

 

Tel:  01296 711 879   Mobile: 07721 421 608 
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